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WHAT IS TAAOD

Together Against
Antigypsyism Online (TAAO) is
a European project combating
online antigypsyism and hate
speech through data,
awareness, empowerment, and
advocacy.
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« Inform policy
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« Policymakers
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« Roma and non-Roma youth

WHY IT MATTERS

« 1in 3 Roma face harassment

« Online hate leads to real-world viclence

« 1in 5 non-Roma wouldn't work with Roma

» COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine
worsened antigypsyist rhetoric online
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1. Introduction

Antigypsyism remains one of the most persistent and socially tolerated forms of racism in
the Czech Republic. Despite decades of democratic development, public commitments to
human rights, and membership in the European Union, negative stereotypes about Roma
continue to shape public discourse, political narratives, and everyday interactions. In
recent years, digital environments have become one of the most important arenas in which
antigypsyism is reproduced, intensified, and normalized.

Social media platforms have fundamentally transformed how hate is expressed and
experienced. Online spaces allow racist content to spread faster, reach wider audiences,
and persist with fewer social consequences for those who produce it. What was once
confined to the margins of public life nhow appears openly in mainstream comment
sections, viral videos, and political debates. Antigypsyism online is no longer exceptional;
itis routine.

The project Together Against Antigypsyism Online (TAAO) was developed in response to
this reality. Implemented in multiple European countries, TAAO aims to systematically
document, analyse, and challenge antigypsyist hate speech in digital environments, while
strengthening the role of Roma youth as active monitors, researchers, and agents of
change. This Czech National Report presents the findings of the project’s monitoring
activities between September 2024 and September 2025 and offers one of the most
comprehensive overviews of online antigypsyism ever produced in the Czech context.

This report does not treat online hate speech as a series of isolated incidents or as a
problem limited to extremist subcultures. Instead, it approaches antigypsyism as a
structural phenomenon, embedded in cultural norms, media representations, political
discourse, and platform architectures. By combining quantitative data, qualitative analysis,
concrete examples of hate speech, and reflections from Roma youth monitors, the report
reveals how antigypsyism functions as a system rather than as individual prejudice.

The aim of this publication is threefold. First, it seeks to provide robust, evidence-based
documentation of online antigypsyism in the Czech Republic. Second, it gives visibility to
the experiences of Roma youth who are disproportionately affected by online hate. Third, it
offers clear conclusions and recommendations for policymakers, digital platforms,
educators, civil society actors, and European institutions.

2. Antigypsyism in the Czech Context

To understand contemporary online antigypsyism, it is necessary to situate it within a
broader historical and societal context. Antigypsyism in the Czech Republic is not a recent
development nor a by-product of digital technologies. It is rooted in centuries-old



stereotypes, institutional exclusion, and cultural narratives portraying Roma as inherently
different, inferior, or incompatible with mainstream society.

Throughout history, Roma in the Czech lands have been subjected to segregation, forced
assimilation, and systemic discrimination. These practices have left deep social traces that
continue to shape public attitudes today. Even after the fall of communism, antigypsyist
stereotypes remained largely unchallenged in public discourse. Media coverage frequently
associates Roma with crime, welfare dependency, or social disorder, while political debates
frame Roma communities as a “problem” to be managed rather than as citizens with equal
rights.

Unlike other forms of racism, antigypsyism in the Czech Republic has long enjoyed a high
degree of social acceptability. Expressions that would provoke public outrage if directed at
other minorities are often tolerated or even encouraged when targeting Roma. This
normalization creates a permissive environment in which dehumanization and even calls
for violence circulate with minimal resistance.

Digital environments amplify these dynamics. Social media platforms do not merely reflect
existing prejudices; they intensify them through speed, scale, and algorithmic prioritization
of emotionally charged content. Antigypsyist narratives based on fear, anger, or ridicule are
particularly well suited to online circulation. Humor-based racism, memes, and visual
stereotypes resonate strongly within Czech digital culture, where irony often functions as a
socially acceptable vehicle for exclusion.

At the same time, awareness of international human rights frameworks addressing
antigypsyism remains low in the Czech public debate. Recommendations from institutions
such as the Council of Europe or the European Commission are rarely reflected in
mainstream discourse. This gap between formal commitments and everyday narratives
creates fertile ground for the persistence of antigypsyism both offline and online.

3. Project Overview: Together Against Antigypsyism Online (TAAO)

The project Together Against Antigypsyism Online (TAAO) is a transnational initiative
addressing the growing problem of antigypsyist hate speech in digital environments across
Europe. Implemented in six countries, the project combines systematic monitoring, youth
empowerment, and policy-oriented analysis to better understand and challenge online
antigypsyism.

In the Czech Republic, the project is implemented by ROMEA o.p.s., an organisation with
long-standing expertise in Roma rights, media monitoring, and advocacy. The Czech
component focuses on documenting antigypsyist content across major social media
platforms, analysing its forms and impacts, and contributing evidence to national and
European debates on digital safety and minority protection.



A defining feature of TAAO is its youth-led monitoring model. Roma youth were trained to
document hate speech using their real social media accounts, enabling the project to
capture not only what content exists online, but what Roma actually encounter in their
everyday digital lives. This approach also reveals how algorithms shape exposure to racist
content based on perceived identity and engagement patterns.

Between September 2024 and September 2025, five trained Roma youth monitors
systematically documented antigypsyist content encountered on platforms including
Facebook, Twitter/X, TikTok, Instagram, and YouTube. Each case was recorded using a
standardized Monitoring Tool developed within the TAAO consortium, ensuring
comparability across countries while allowing contextual depth.

Beyond data collection, the project emphasized reflection and well-being. Monitors
recorded their emotional responses to the content they encountered, linking hate speech
analysis with lived experience and psychological impact.

4. Methodology

The Czech component of the TAAO project employed a methodology designed to capture
online antigypsyism in its full complexity. Rather than focusing solely on the volume of hate
speech, the monitoring framework sought to understand how antigypsyism is expressed,
circulated, normalized, and experienced in digital environments. The approach combines
quantitative documentation, qualitative interpretation, and the lived experience of Roma
youth.

Data collection took place between September 2024 and September 2025 and was carried
out by five trained Roma youth monitors using their real social media accounts. This choice
was intentional. Exposure to online hate is shaped by algorithms that respond to perceived
identity, previous engagement, and social networks. Monitoring from Roma profiles
therefore made it possible to capture patterns of exposure that would likely remain invisible
through anonymous observation or automated tools.

Each instance of antigypsyist content was recorded using a standardized Monitoring Tool
developed within the TAAO consortium. Monitors documented the platform, type of
content, date, visibility, and available engagement metrics. Each case was further coded by
thematic category, intensity of hate, and form of expression, distinguishing between explicit
hate speech and coded or borderline forms. Particular attention was paid to visual
content—memes, images, and videos—which increasingly function as primary carriers of
racist meaning.

A qualitative dimension was integrated into the methodology through reflective notes.
Monitors were encouraged to describe their emotional responses, perceived threats, or
reasons why a particular post felt significant. These reflections link analytical categories
with concrete psychological and social effects.



All entries were reviewed and validated by ROMEA staff. Duplicate cases were removed,
incomplete records excluded, and coding consistency ensured through internal review. In
total, 505 cases were validated and included in the final analysis. Ethical considerations
guided the entire process: monitors were not required to engage with content, personal
data were anonymized, and regular support was provided to address emotional strain.

While limitations remain—such as individual variation in algorithmic exposure and
restricted access to private spaces—the strength of this methodology lies in its ability to
document online antigypsyism as it is actually encountered by Roma youth, combining
structural analysis with lived experience.

5. Scale and Distribution of Online Antigypsyism

The quantitative findings of the Czech TAAO monitoring confirm that antigypsyism is a
widespread and persistent feature of digital life in the Czech Republic. The 505 validated
cases documented during the monitoring period illustrate not only the volume of hateful
content, but also its concentration across platforms, its responsiveness to social and
political events, and its evolving forms.

Antigypsyist content was identified across all major social media platforms used in the
Czech Republic. However, its distribution was uneven, reflecting the distinct cultures and
technical architectures of different platforms. Facebook accounted for the largest share of
documented cases, making it the primary space for everyday antigypsyism. Hate speech
on Facebook most often appeared in comment sections under mainstream media articles,
particularly those related to crime, social benefits, housing, or public order. The structure
of Facebook discussions, combined with reaction-based engagement, fosters
environments in which hostile comments are reinforced rather than challenged.

Twitter/X represented the second most significant platform in terms of volume. Here,
antigypsyism was more frequently embedded in political and ideological discourse. Posts
and comment threads often framed hostility towards Roma as rational critique, policy
debate, or freedom of speech. While explicit slurs and violent expressions were present,
coded hate speech dominated, relying on dog-whistle language, pseudoscientific
references, or selective statistics to justify exclusionary views.

TikTok emerged as a particularly impactful platform despite accounting for a smaller
proportion of cases than Facebook or Twitter/X. Antigypsyism on TikTok was predominantly
visual and performative, taking the form of parody videos, mock interviews, reaction duets,
and remix culture. These formats lend themselves to rapid replication and viral spread,
especially among younger users. The monitoring revealed that once a user interacted with
Roma-related content, the algorithm frequently amplified similar videos, many of which
carried implicit or explicit antigypsyist messages.



Temporal analysis of the dataset shows that antigypsyist activity fluctuated over time,
responding to both offline and online triggers. Peaks in documented cases coincided with
political debates on welfare or public security, media coverage of incidents involving Roma,
and the emergence of viral TikTok trends. The most intense period occurred in late spring
and early summer 2025, when heightened political rhetoric intersected with a surge of
humiliation-based visual content. Even outside these peak periods, however, antigypsyism
remained consistently present, indicating its entrenched nature.

A significant quantitative shift concerns the form of hate speech. The majority of
documented cases included visual elements, such as images, memes, screenshots, or
videos. Visual hate speech spreads more quickly, evokes stronger emotional reactions, and
is less likely to be removed by moderation systems. This trend confirms that antigypsyism
is increasingly communicated through images rather than text alone, transforming racism
into a form of everyday digital entertainment.

The dataset also highlights the balance between explicit and coded forms of hate speech.
Explicit antigypsyism, including racial slurs, dehumanization, and calls for violence,
appeared with disturbing frequency. At the same time, coded hate speech proved even
more pervasive. Humor, irony, euphemisms, and indirect references allow antigypsyism to
circulate widely while avoiding social or legal consequences. This dual structure makes
online antigypsyism both highly visible and difficult to effectively counter.

Overall, the quantitative findings demonstrate that online antigypsyism in the Czech
Republic is not limited to fringe spaces or isolated events. It is mainstream, platform-
specific, visually driven, and responsive to broader social dynamics. The scale and
distribution of hate documented through TAAO underscore the need for systemic responses
that go beyond individual content removal.

6. Dominant Hate Narratives in Czech Online Spaces

Quantitative data alone cannot explain how antigypsyism functions in digital environments.
To understand its social power, it is necessary to examine the narratives through which
Roma are represented and discussed online. The Czech TAAO monitoring reveals a limited
number of recurring narrative patterns that appear across platforms, formats, and time.
These narratives do not operate independently; together, they form a coherent system that
normalizes exclusion, dehumanization, and hostility towards Roma.

The most prevalent narrative frames Roma through crime and public safety. Individual
criminalincidents involving Roma are routinely generalized to entire communities, creating
the impression that criminality is an inherent group characteristic. Online discussions
frequently move quickly from reporting an incident to collective blame, often accompanied
by language portraying Roma as dangerous, violent, or incompatible with social order. In
many cases, this narrative escalates into calls for segregation, expulsion, or physical
violence, framed as necessary measures to protect society.



Closely connected to crime narratives are those focused on welfare and dependency. Roma
are commonly depicted as unwilling to work, exploiting social benefits, and living at the
expense of the majority population. These narratives frame social inequality as moral failure
rather than the result of structural discrimination. Online comments frequently contrast
“hard-working taxpayers” with Roma portrayed as undeserving recipients of state support.
Such framing reinforces resentment and legitimizes exclusionary attitudes under the guise
of economic fairness.

Housing-related narratives further entrench antigypsyist stereotypes. Images or videos of
excluded localities are often shared without context, accompanied by mocking captions or
comments suggesting that Roma are responsible for poor living conditions. Structural
factors such as segregation, inadequate housing policy, or historical marginalization are
erased, replaced by narratives of cultural deficiency. These representations normalize
spatial segregation and present it as a natural or deserved outcome.

Another significant narrative involves education, intelligence, and pseudoscientific
reasoning. Although less frequent in absolute numbers, this discourse carries strong
ideological weight. Online users invoke concepts such as IQ, genetics, or “cultural
backwardness” to argue that Roma are inherently incapable of educational success. This
narrative appears most prominently on Twitter/X, where antigypsyism is framed as rational
analysis rather than prejudice. By cloaking racism in scientific language, it provides a
powerful justification for inequality.

Political instrumentalisation represents another recurring pattern. Roma are frequently
invoked in debates about public order, social policy, or national identity, often as symbols
of failed integration. Political actors and commentators use Roma-related topics to
mobilize support, signal toughness, or divert attention from broader structural issues. This
embedding of antigypsyism in political discourse contributes to its legitimacy and
mainstream acceptance.

Humor and irony play a particularly central role across platforms. Memes, jokes, and
sarcastic comments transform racist stereotypes into entertainment, allowing them to
circulate widely with minimal resistance. Humor functions as a protective shield for
perpetrators, who can dismiss criticism by claiming a lack of serious intent. At the same
time, it enforces conformity by ridiculing those who object. This dynamic makes humor-
based antigypsyism one of the most resilient and socially acceptable forms of online
racism.

Finally, the monitoring identified a rapidly growing narrative pattern specific to TikTok. This
involves humiliation-based content targeting Roma individuals, often young people,
through parody videos, mock interviews, and reaction duets. These formats create cycles
of ridicule in which a single video generates multiple derivatives, each amplifying the



original mockery. The cumulative effect is a sustained attack on dignity and social
belonging, experienced not as isolated incidents but as ongoing exposure.

Together, these narratives form a stable system of antigypsyist meaning-making. They
shape how Roma are perceived, justify exclusion, and normalize hostility. Online platforms
provide the infrastructure through which these narratives are reproduced at scale, turning
long-standing stereotypes into everyday digital content.

7. Language, Images and Algorithms: How Platforms Amplify
Antigypsyism

Online antigypsyism emerges from the interaction of language, visual culture, and platform
design. The monitoring demonstrates how these elements combine to amplify and
normalize racist content.

Explicit antigypsyism includes slurs, dehumanizing metaphors, and direct calls for
violence, including references to extermination or historical concentration camps. Such
language appears notonly in fringe spaces but also in mainstream comment sections, often
without collective condemnation.

Coded antigypsyism plays an equally important role. Dog-whistle expressions and
euphemisms allow racist attitudes to be communicated while maintaining plausible
deniability. In the Czech context, widely understood indirect references signal hostility
without explicitly naming Roma, particularly in political or humor-based content.

Visual formats significantly intensify these dynamics. Memes, images, and videos
condense narratives into emotionally charged forms that are easy to share and difficult to
moderate. TikTok illustrates this particularly clearly: remixing, duets, and imitation
transform individual posts into collective performances of ridicule.

Algorithmic systems play a decisive role across platforms. Monitoring shows that minimal
interaction with Roma-related content can trigger repeated exposure to similar posts, many
carrying antigypsyist messages. By prioritizing engagement, platforms systematically
amplify content that provokes anger, fear, or ridicule. Limited enforcement further signals
that antigypsyism is tolerated.

Together, language, images, and algorithms create a self-reinforcing system that transforms
individual prejudice into a pervasive digital environment.



8. Human Impact: What Online Antigypsyism Does to Roma Youth

While online antigypsyism is often discussed in abstract terms, its consequences are
deeply personal. The Czech TAAO monitoring highlights that hate speech is not merely
offensive or unpleasant content; it functions as a form of sustained psychological pressure
that directly affects the well-being, identity formation, and sense of safety of Roma youth.

The monitoring was carried out by Roma youth using their real social media accounts. This
meant continuous exposure to content that questioned their humanity, portrayed them as
criminals or parasites, and openly called for their exclusion or destruction. Unlike
occasional encounters with hate, this exposure was cumulative. Many monitors described
a sense of exhaustion resulting from the sheer volume and repetition of antigypsyist
content, particularly during peak periods when platforms were saturated with hostile
narratives.

Fear emerged as a recurring emotional response. Although most hate speech was not
directed at specific individuals, its collective nature created an atmosphere of threat. Calls
for violence, references to extermination, and glorification of historical atrocities were
experienced not as abstract expressions, but as signals of real hostility. For Roma youth,
whose families and communities have lived histories of violence and persecution, such
language resonates with particular intensity.

Shame and self-doubt were also frequently mentioned. Continuous exposure to
stereotypes questioning intelligence, work ethic, or moral worth can lead to internalized
stigma. Several monitors reflected on the psychological effort required to resist these
narratives and maintain a positive sense of identity in environments where antigypsyism is
normalized and rarely challenged.

Atthe same time, the monitoring process revealed resilience and agency. Many Romayouth
emphasized that participation in the project transformed passive exposure into active
engagement. By documenting and analysing hate speech, monitors were able to
contextualize hostility as a societal problem rather than a personal failing. This shift from
individualized harm to structural understanding was repeatedly described as empowering.

However, empowerment does not eliminate harm. Online antigypsyism continues to shape
how Roma youth navigate digital spaces, influencing what they share, where they
participate, and how visible they allow themselves to be. Some monitors reported avoiding
comment sections or limiting their online presence as a form of self-protection, effectively
excluding themselves from spaces that are central to contemporary social life.

The findings underscore that online antigypsyism is not a secondary issue. It is a form of
psychological violence that affects mental health, social participation, and democratic
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inclusion. Any meaningful response must therefore consider not only the regulation of
content, but also the protection and support of those who are most exposed to harm.

9. Conclusions

The findings of the Czech TAAO monitoring leave little room for ambiguity. Online
antigypsyism in the Czech Republic is widespread, normalized, and structurally embedded
in mainstream digital environments. It is not confined to extremist subcultures, nor can it
be explained as isolated incidents of individual prejudice. Instead, it operates as a coherent
system of narratives, practices, and technological processes that reproduce exclusion and
dehumanization at scale.

The data demonstrate that antigypsyist hate speech appears across all major platforms,
with platform-specific forms shaped by design and algorithmic logic. Facebook functions
as a space of collective normalization through comment sections, Twitter/X as a venue for
ideological rationalization, and TikTok as an accelerator of visual humiliation and ridicule.
Across these environments, both explicit and coded forms of hate coexist, reinforcing each
other and ensuring resilience against moderation and social sanction.

A key conclusion of this report is that humor and visual culture play a central role in the
contemporary reproduction of antigypsyism. Memes, parody videos, and ironic
commentary transform racism into entertainment, lowering social barriers and expanding
audiences. Algorithmic systems that prioritize engagement further amplify these dynamics,
repeatedly exposing users to hostile content and reinforcing stereotypes through repetition.

Equally important is the human dimension. Roma youth are not merely observers of online
antigypsyism; they are its primary targets. The monitoring process makes clear that online
hate speech functions as a form of psychological violence with tangible effects on well-
being, identity, and participation in public life. The absence of effective intervention by
platforms and institutions sends a powerful message about whose dignity is protected and
whose is negotiable.

At the same time, the TAAO project demonstrates the value of youth-led monitoring and
participatory research. By placing Roma youth at the centre of data collection and analysis,
the project generates insights that cannot be captured through automated tools alone. It
also creates spaces for agency, reflection, and resistance within environments that are
otherwise hostile.

Taken together, the findings of this report point to a fundamental mismatch between the
scale of online antigypsyism and the adequacy of current responses. Addressing this gap
requires recognizing antigypsyism as a specific and serious form of racism that demands
targeted, systemic action.
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10. Recommendations

Responding effectively to online antigypsyism requires coordinated action across multiple
levels. Based on the findings of the Czech TAAO monitoring, the following
recommendations are proposed.

Digital platforms must acknowledge antigypsyism as a distinct form of racism and reflect
this recognition in their policies, moderation practices, and enforcement mechanisms.
Algorithmic systems should be audited for their role in amplifying harmful content,
particularly visual and humor-based hate. Platforms should invest in culturally competent
moderation capable of identifying coded antigypsyist language and symbolism, and ensure
that reports involving calls for violence are addressed promptly and transparently.

National authorities should develop a comprehensive strategy to address online
antigypsyism as part of broader efforts to combat racism and protect democratic discourse.
This includes improving data collection, supporting independent monitoring initiatives, and
ensuring that law enforcement and judicial actors are trained to recognize and respond to
hate speech affecting Roma communities. Public institutions should also actively counter
antigypsyist narratives rather than remaining silent in the face of normalized hostility.

Educational systems have a crucial role to play. Media literacy, digital citizenship, and
critical engagement with online content should be strengthened, with explicit attention to
antigypsyism and other forms of racism. Education about Roma history, including the Roma
Holocaust, should be integrated into curricula to counter ignorance and denial.

Civil society organisations should be supported in their efforts to document hate speech,
provide support to those affected, and develop counter-narratives that challenge
stereotypes without reproducing harm. Youth-led initiatives such as TAAO demonstrate the
importance of empowering those most affected by hate speech to participate in shaping
responses.

At the European level, institutions should ensure that frameworks such as the Digital
Services Act are implemented in ways that meaningfully protect Roma and other
marginalized groups. Antigypsyism should be explicitly addressed within EU policies on
digital safety, fundamental rights, and platform governance.

Ultimately, combating online antigypsyism is not only a matter of content moderation or
legal compliance. Itis a question of democratic values, human dignity, and social cohesion.
Projects like TAAO show that meaningful change is possible when evidence, lived
experience, and policy engagement are brought together.

12



	1. Introduction
	2. Antigypsyism in the Czech Context
	3. Project Overview: Together Against Antigypsyism Online (TAAO)
	4. Methodology
	5. Scale and Distribution of Online Antigypsyism
	6. Dominant Hate Narratives in Czech Online Spaces
	7. Language, Images and Algorithms: How Platforms Amplify Antigypsyism
	8. Human Impact: What Online Antigypsyism Does to Roma Youth
	9. Conclusions
	10. Recommendations

